CHAPTER IV

MIR JUMLA, who was Moghul Governor of Bengal,
moved to Dacca where, with the Nawab, he organised
a force of 12,000 horse, 30,000 foot, and a large fleet
of boats ; and proceeding early in 1662 along the north
bank of the river, arrived at Dhubri, which the Ahom
troops vacated in favour of the strong fort of Jogighopa
at the mouth of the Manas river. The Moghul
strength was too much for the Ahom garrison of
12,000, who, after a short siege, cut their way out and
retired on Srighat and Pandoo on either side of the
Brahmaputra close to Gauhati, which were fortified.

On this Mir Jumla divided his army, sending one
wing over to the south bank while he with the other
proceeded along the north bank. His fleet of three
hundred boats, many of which were very large, styled
" Gharabs," so called from their swiftness, sombre
appearance of sail and hull, and from the Arabic
word " ghorab," a raven, and mounting fourteen
cannon and sixty to seventy soldiers, which records
state to have been in charge of European officers,
presumably Portuguese, proceeded up river between
the two wings, the whole presenting the most formid-
able array of force that had yet entered Assam. On
nearing the defile of the Brahmaputra below Gauhati